
Unit 2: AG The Political Process 

Grade Level:11 
Unit Name: The Political Process 
Pacing- 4 weeks 

9-12.GV.1.CC.A 
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of events related to 
a study of government. 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.GS.B 
Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of 
citizens and institutions to address and solve 
problems. 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.4.GS.B 
Explain a citizen’s legal obligations, as well 
as opportunities for, engaging with and using 
local, state, and federal governments to 
shape decision-making. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.4.GS.C 
Compare the various processes pertaining to 

Learning Targets: 
➢ I will use various types of (timelines, 

charts, maps, diagrams) to analyze 
events in government. 

 
 
➢ I will be able to develop a plan that 

seeks to solve a problem in my 
community, their state, or their 
country.       

 
 
 
 
 
⮚  I will explain how civic 

responsibilities and duties affect the 

government.   

 

⮚ I will identify different ways to 
engage in citizenship at the federal, 
state and local level.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
➢ I will explain how primaries and 

caucuses work in the election 
process 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.GV.4.GS.A 
Evaluate the role and influence of 
contemporary political parties on 
government. 
 
9-12.GV.4.G.A 
Analyze state and federal electoral results 
to determine the influence of social, 
regional and demographic characteristics. 
 
9-12.GV.4.PC.C 
 Predict the consequences that occur when 
institutions fail to meet the needs of 
individuals and groups, and when 
individuals fail to carry out their personal  
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.B 
Explain connections between historical 
context and peoples’ perspectives about 
government at the time. 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.D 
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about government, determine 
helpful resources and consider multiple 
points of views represented in the 
resources. 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.GS.A 
Analyze laws, policies, and processes to 



the selection of political leaders at the 
federal, state, and local level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.3.PC.A 
Analyze the varying perspectives of 
individuals and groups regarding the 
development of the American governmental 
system to explain emerging divisions and 
political philosophies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.4.PC.A 
 Explain how political parties and interest 
groups reflect diverse perspectives and are 
influenced by individuals. 
 
 
 

➢ I will explain how the electoral 
college selects the US President. 

➢ I will explain how voters choose 
elected officials at various levels of 
government. 

 
 
 

⮚ I will analyze how political parties 
will reflect diverse perspectives. 

⮚ I will explain the role of new 
conservatism in the United States. 

⮚ I will explain the difference between 
a liberal and a conservative.  

⮚ I will explain how the civil  rights 
movement challenged the 
government’s ideas of individual 
rights. 

⮚ I will explain how political views 
develop and are influenced by 
outside factors.   

⮚ I will identify common political 
values held by Americans 

 
 
 
 
 
 
⮚ I will compare and contrast the 

purpose and functions of political 
parties and interest groups. 

⮚ I will identify opportunities for 
individuals to participate in political 
parties and interest groups. 

⮚ I will explain how political parties 
and interest groups represent a 

determine how governmental systems 
affect individuals and groups in society. 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.C 
Develop a research plan, identify 
appropriate resources for investigating 
social studies topics, and create and 
present a research product which applies 
an aspect of government to a 
contemporary issue.   
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.E 
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific issue tied to government as well 
as the challenges and opportunities faced 
by those trying to address the problem. 
 
9-12.GV.1.G.A 
Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
about government.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
9-12.GV.4.PC.B 
Evaluate factors that shape public opinion on 
elections and policy issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

wide range of beliefs, concerns and 
issues.            

⮚    I will explain the role of the media 
(TV, Internet, print) in shaping public 
opinion). 
 

⮚  I will explain the connection 
between public opinion, elections 
and governmental decision-making 

⮚  I will Identify factors that shape the 
perspective and opinions of 
individuals (i.e. gender, race, age, 
income, religion, rural and urban 
etc.) 

⮚  I will identify the influence of the 
media in shaping public opinion 
(Internet, TV, newspapers).  
 

 
 
 
.  

Big Ideas: 
 
Political parties, interest groups and 
public opinion will have a large role in 
shaping public policy. 
 
Participating in the political process is an 
integral role of the American people. 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
What opportunities are there for 
Americans to participate in the political 
process? 
 
What is the political process 
established by the US Constitution for 
electing public officials? 
 
What is the role and goal of political 
parties in the United States? 
 
What is the role and goal of special 
interest groups in the United States? 
 

Vocabulary: 
 
public opinion 
public policy 
political socialization 
mass media 
propaganda 
poll 
sample 
sampling error 
bias 
objectivity 
exit poll 
interest group 
political action committee 



How is public opinion influenced by the 
media, demographic factors  and 
special interest groups. 
 
 

trade association 
labor unions 
endorse 
lobbying 
grass roots 
political party 
political spectrum 
nomination process 
electorate 
one-party system 
two-party system 
multiparty system 
third party 
Independent candidates 
precinct 
ward 
hard money 
soft money 
Write-in candidates 
caucus 
direct primary 
closed primary 
plurality 
absentee ballot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


